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Humanity has the ability to make development sustainable to ensure that it meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
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The concept of sustainable development does imply limits — not absolute limits but limitations
imposed by the present state of technology and social organization on environmental resources and by

the ability of the biosphere to absorb the effects of human activities. But technology and social
organization can be both managed and improved to make way for a new era of economic growth.
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STI drives the dynamic transformation of economies, through productivity growth, which influences
economic growth. STI also affects economic growth through the knowledge spill-overs it generates

between countries, firms, and industries. Moreover, it provides opportunities to “leapfrog” intermediate
development stages.
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