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Why do some social groups report income less often than others? We propose that powerlessness in the household

and in society decrease the likelihood of reporting income because they decrease knowledge and trust. Knowledge

of household finances affects the ability to report household income. Trust affects the willingness to report it.
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We analyze the reporting of exact or approximate income in a national U.S. probability sample of 2,031
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respondents interviewed by telephone in 1990.
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Mistrust reduces the probability of reporting income, whether exactly or approximately. Homemakers and those
with little household power report income as often as others if allowed to report approximate rather than exact
amounts. The same applies to African Americans, the poorly educated, the unmarried, and people who feel powerless.
Older persons and those in larger households report income less often than others and tend to give approximate

amounts.
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The results confirm that knowledge and trust affect the reporting of income in surveys.
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Learning from the Battlefield: Information, Domestic Politics, and Interstate War Duration
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