Kobe University and Chiang Mai University to develop INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES for health （IAH）COURSE at graduate level education
2009.02.16

From January 25 to 30 professors Nakazono and Tamura, both from Kobe University Graduate School of Health Sciences’ Department of International Health, visited Chiang Mai University in Thailand to discuss the possibilities for collaboration at graduate level education within the newly developed International Activities for Health （IAH）course at Kobe University. At the end of the five day visit both sides expressed seeing possibilities for future collaboration and it was agreed that Professor Tamura will once more visit Chiang Mai University in March, to discuss in more detail and more concretely opportunities for international health activities studies at graduate level education.
This report will first outline details of the various meetings with deans and key-persons of health care related faculties at Chiang Mai University. This report will then proceed with outlining a proposal for possible collaboration and a plan for the next visit in March.

Report of the contents of the visit (see also appended schedule) 
Day 1, AM: Visit to Faculty of Medicine; meetings with Dean, Ass. Prof. Niwes Nantachit (MD) and  Associate Deans and other Faculty staff.
Main points: Discussed potential problems with exchange of medical students and students of health sciences, as well as proficiency of English of Japanese students. Furthermore we discussed it may be beneficial to begin developing a collaboration with signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). Possibilities were identified in courses of rehabilitation science, community medicine and family medicine. They showed deep interest in out Disaster Management expertise (i.e. YT promised to provide information on how corpses were dealt with after the Great Hanshin Earthquake at the next visit.)
Day 1, PM: Visit to Faculty of Pharmacology; meetings with the Faculty members.
Main points: Although there is no equivalent at Kobe University, however their Pharmacy Management curriculum a selection can be made of credit courses of interest to students from Kobe University, such as Drug and Health Systems Analysis and Management for Rationale Drugs Use. Afterwards visited the drugstore within the faculty building (citizens and students can obtain medication there from faculty and students as well as being advised on use of drugs).
Day 2, AM: Visit to Faculty of Associated Medical Sciences (PT, OT, Medical Technology, Radiology, Biomedical Science); meetings with the Faculty members.
Main points: Explained about their program, based on a multi-disciplinary approach and at the clinical service project center they provide rehab services to the population (Japanese students could do fieldwork there by participating in this service center). Visited the laboratory of biomedical sciences after the meeting .Radiology Lab has sufficient equipments for the study for Biomedical Sciences. They have already published the papers in International Journals in Immunology and Biosciences.
Day 2, PM: Donation ceremony medical equipment by International Rotary Club
Main points: Donation of 27 sets of oxymetry to Suandok Foundation. Two of them will be in The Trauma Center of Chiang Mai University Hospital, and others are distributed to the Hospitals surrounding Chiang Mai. The Staff of Trauma Center introduced the handling of this equipment and inform the category for referring from each Hospital to Trauma Center by using this equipment. Some doctors and chief nurses come from District Hospital, they attended the ceremony.  

Day 3, AM: Visit to Master Program in Public Health; meetings with the Faculty members.  

Main points: This program is based on participation of faculty of the various departments (multi-disciplinary course). This program is closely related to community health and seems to offer many opportunities for credit courses to be opened to students from Kobe University.
Day 3, PM: Visit to Faculty of Nursing; meetings with the Faculty members.
Main points: There are over 30 short training courses many of which are of interest, i.e. courses on HIV/AIDS, community health care, elderly, midwifery and more. Furthermore, their course on traumatic injuries may benefit from expertise/input from Kobe University. They informed us of their Empowing People, Ensuring Health Conference in April (Asia and Pacific Regional Health Impact Assessment Conference)　in April.
Day 4, all day: Visit to Hill Tribe (near border with Myanmar)
Main points: Study-visit ongoing project in community medicine (sponsored by Rotary Club) and included in Master in Public Health Program (see Day 3 AM). We were told of current problems of investigation and solutions under consideration. These would make for good topics for graduate students to investigate. 
Day 5:

Prof Nakazono visited the private clinics, including Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, and ENT. Prof Nakazono exchanged the information about primary Care in Thailand with Dr. Virachai, husband of Prof.Busabong, Chinag Mai University, Faculty of Medicine.
Impressions and ideas for possible collaboration

At Chiang Mai University there are many courses and opportunities for our students, and Kobe University can offer Disaster Management and Interprofessional Work as well. However the schedules between both universities need coordination and develop courses of certain periods that would also accessible to Japanese students. 
3 days Workshop with Chiang Mai University at Kobe
1st: Primary Health Care activities by Community Medicine (Prof.Ratana and student from Chiang Mai)
2nd:Community and Social Development by Rotary and other Organization (Prof. Busabong and student from Chiang Mai)
3rd: Chiang Mai Initiative against HIV/AIDS (Prof. from Faculty of Nursing and student from Chiang Mai)
Proposal for next visit in March

At this moment of writing it has been decided that Tamura will once more visit Chiang Mai University and prepare for the signing of a MoU as well as explore possibilities for exchange and collaboration. For example courses open to students of both universities may be identified, as well as field work opportunities. At Kobe University we need to investigate what we can offer and what we may want to request from Chiang Mai University. Also practical matters, such as scheduling possibilities, funding and travel and accommodation arrangements, and so forth.
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